Disease activity of ANCA-associated vasculitis represents signs or symptoms attributable to active disease in
any organ system

Relapse is defined as the occurrence of increased disease activity after a period of partial or complete remission.
A return or increase of hematuria with proteinuria may indicate a kidney relapse. Relapse can be divided into
major or minor, with major relapses defined as life- or organ-threatening. Examples of major relapse include
diffuse alveolar hemorrhage, subglottic stenosis, GN or vasculitis threatening vision

Figure 2 | Definition of disease activity, remission, relapse, and treatment-resistant disease in AAV. AAV,
ANCA-associated vasculitis; ANCA, antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody; BVAS, Birmingham Vasculitis Activity
Score; GN, glomerulonephritis



